
The Belzer Rebbe would not give up, and was not 
satisfied when R’ Akiva Sofer told him, ‘Zol der Rebbe 

zein gebentched! May the Rebbe be blessed.’

A few days before Yom Kippur the Belzer 
Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach, came to visit R’ 

Akiva Sofer. After their discussion...

 Before I 
leave, Please 

bentch me!

 No, Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head. I need your 

full bracha!

Chas V’sholom 
that I should bentch 
the Belzer Rebbe like 

everyone else...

Who am I 
to bentch the 
Belzer Rebbe?

The Belzer Rebbe kept insisting 
and would not relent.

Not long after the Belzer Rebbe left, R’ Akiva Sofer left 
his home with a talmid to go to the beis hamedrash...

The pauper stood up and clearly felt very 
honored to give the bracha as instructed.

‘Zol der 
Rebbe zein 

gebentched!’

No! Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head and give me 

your full Bracha...

Rebbi, can 
you Please explain 
what that was all 

about?

I learned this 
from the Belzer 

Rebbe...

If the Belzer Rebbe 
asked me for such a 

Bracha, then I can surely 
ask a Jewish pauper for 

this kind of bracha...

Yesimcha 
Elokim K’ Efraim... 
Yevorechecha...

You are a direct 
descendant of the 

Chasam Sofer.
Please, 

Please do a 
yid a toiva...

??

R' Akiva זַצַ״ל was born in Pressburg (Bratislava, Slovakia), to ם מְחָה בּוּנִׂ  of Pressburg, known as רָב) ר׳ שִׂ
the ר בֶט סוֹפֵׁ עוּר and Rochel Rosa Sofer.  At the age of 20 he was appointed to serve as a ,(שֵׁ יד שִׂ  מַגִׂ
together with his father. He received יכָה ר from סְמִׂ יעֶזֶר זוּסְמַן סוֹפֵׁ  After his .(Hungary) פּאַקש of ר׳ אֱלִׂ
father's passing, he became רָב and יבָה  at the age of 29. He was a charismatic pioneer (he ראֺש יְשִׂ
initiated that the יבָה יבָה should serve meals) and his יְשִׂ  flourished, as did his stature. He was יְשִׂ
appointed ראֺש of the Council of Orthodox Rabbis in Hungary, which represented 300 communities. In 
1939, upon the advice of his uncle, מְעוֹן  he escaped to Switzerland, and from there, he ,זַצַ״ל Sofer ר׳ שִׂ
immigrated to ל שְרָאֵׁ ם and settled in אֶרֶץ יִׂ יבָה There, he founded the .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ ם of Pressburg in יְשִׂ  ,יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
where he taught for twenty years. He was the author of ר  He also served as the President of .דַעַת סוֹפֵׁ
the י הַחוֹמוֹת ל שוֹמְרֵׁ ל and was a member of the כּוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ י יִׂ ל of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ  His esteemed .אֲגוּדַת יִׂ

ים ידִׂ י װאָזנר זַצַ״ל included תַלְמִׂ וִׂ ל הַלֵׁ נְבַּךְ זַצַ״ל and ר׳ שְמוּאֵׁ ישְל אַײזִׂ ל פִׂ יאֵׁ  .among others ר׳ יְחִׂ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ין נְיָמִּ  in חַנָה and יְהוּדָה was born to זַצַ״ל Zeilberger ר׳ בִּ
KoenigShaufen, Germany. At age 14, just two months be-
fore the ירָה יץ זַצַ״ל of the ailing פְטִּ בָבִּ  he went to ,ר׳ יְרוּחָם לִּ

learn in Mir and managed to hear several shmuessen from the  ַיח  which ,מַשְגִּ
had a profound impact on him. He escaped the חֻרְבָן אֵירוֹפָא along with the 
יר יבַת מִּ  to Shanghai, where he remained for the duration of the war. In יְשִּ
1947, he arrived in the USA where he learned in יר יבַת מִּ  .in Brooklyn, NY יְשִּ
He married שָרָה רָחֵל, a granddaughter of ר׳ יְרוּחָם. He then joined  בֵית
רְאַת ד׳ and תוֹרָה transmitting ,הַתַלְמוּד ים to generations of יִּ ידִּ  for the תַלְמִּ
rest of his life, vigilantly ensuring that the יבָה  would remain רוּחַ  s unique’יְשִּ
unchanged from that forged by its founders. 

 ז׳ תשרי
5682 – 5766 
1922 – 2005 

ר זַצַ״ל רגֶּ ין צײֵלבֶּ נְיָמִּ  taught by his own ר׳ בִּ
example a fundamental quality for a 
growing יָה ן עֲלִּ  The bigger a person“ .בֶּ
becomes, the more he understands 
that there is no such thing as a 
something small.” He recalled one of 
the ים ידִּ  ,saying לְוָיָה s’ר׳ יְרוּחָם at מַסְפִּ
 s ‘Good morning!’ was’ר׳ יְרוּחָם …“
equivalent to a שְרֵה ה עֶּ  s’ר׳ יְרוּחָם ”!שְמוֹנֶּ
total concentration  involved giving a blessing 
from every fiber in his body!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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 R’ Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל writes that even one who is 
categorized as a רָשָע by the Heavenly Court on ראֹש הַשָנָה can still affect 
a change in his verdict through שוּבָה נַת ר׳ ) יָמִים נוֹרָאִים during the תְּ מִשְּ
שוּבָה Volume II, p. 179). Sincere ,אַהֲרֹן  always accomplishes; no one תְּ
should ever consider himself beyond the point of return. Even one 
who has sunk to the lowest levels of spiritual decadence can be born 
anew through שוּבָה  This truth is illustrated in two incidents recorded .תְּ
in the רָש רֵאשִית רַבָה) מִדְּ  .(65:22 ,בְּ
 At the time of the בָן  when the Romans were preparing to ,חֻרְּ
enter the דָש   ”.they declared, “Let a Jew enter first ,בֵית הַמִקְּ
 They turned to a Jew named Yosef of Shisa and told him, 
“Enter! Whatever you take is yours to keep.” 
 When Yosef entered and came out carrying a נוֹרָה  ,of gold מְּ
the Romans said to him, “It is not fitting for a commoner to use this. 
Enter again and take something for yourself.” 
 This time, however, Yosef refused, saying, “Is it not enough 
that I have angered my Creator once? Must I anger Him again?” 
 The Romans, however, were insistent that he obey their 
order. When he persisted in his refusal, they tortured him to death. As 
they tortured him mercilessly, he cried out again and again, “Woe unto 
me that I have angered my Creator …” 
 The second incident involved Yakum of Tzroros, the nephew 
of the רֵדָה ,תַנָא ר אִיש צְּ זֶּ ן יוֹעֶּ  Yakum had forsaken the ways of .ר׳ יוֹסִי בֶּ
the תוֹרָה. Once, he was riding on a horse on שַבָת when he came upon 
Roman soldiers escorting his revered uncle, who was being carried on 

a horse, to the gallows. 
 Yakum exclaimed, “Look at the horse that my master let me 
ride and look at the horse that your Master has made you ride.” 
 replied, “If this [i.e. the earthly pleasures which Yakum ר׳ יוֹסִי 
was enjoying] is the lot of those who anger ד׳, how much more will be 
the reward of those who do his will!” 
 Yakum responded, “Has anyone done His will more than 
you?” 
 acts toward those who do His ד׳ replied, “If this is how ר׳ יוֹסִי 
will, how much more with those who anger Him.” 
 These words cut through Yosef like a knife. He subjected 
himself to all בַע מִיתוֹת בֵית דִין  stoning, burning, beheading and) אַרְּ
strangling). 
 fell asleep and saw a vision of Yakum’s bed being born ר׳ יוֹסִי 
aloft. 
 He exclaimed, “In a brief moment, he has preceded me to  גַן
ן  ”.עֵדֶּ
 Yosef of Shisa and Yakum of Tzroros had each sunk to 
unimaginable levels of depravity. Yet, even when they had sunk so low, 
a spark of holiness still burned within them. Suddenly, each was 
overcome by the enormity of his sins and the spark within him burst 
into a huge flame. In a moment, each had become a שוּבָה  .בַעַל תְּ
 May we and all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  merit to be inscribed and sealed כְּ
in the Book of צַדִיקִים, as we return to ד׳ with all out hearts and souls. 

Adapted from: Inspiration and Insight (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים הַר quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ שַלַח in זֺּ דָה that the פָרָשַת בְּ ן of מִּ  — צַר עַיִּ
having a bad eye — takes control of a person, his money makes him 
sick, and he’ll be totally unprotected in times when he needs assistance. 
The ים  continues and explains that one who shows kindness to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
others will be paid back in kindness as it says in ים לִּ הִּ יבָה  ,(קכה:ד) תְּ הֵיטִּ

ים …ד׳ לַטּוֹבִּ  is good to those who are good. One must constantly ד׳ — 
recognize that the money that he has been given is not solely for his 
own benefit; it must also be used for דָקָה    .opportunities חֶסֶד and צְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים קוּט quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ אֵה in יַלְּ יַעַל on the word (יד:יג) פָרָשַת רְּ לִּ י עֺּל] ,lawless ,בְּ לִּ  ,בְּ
without any yoke of Heaven] that failing to show pity on others in need is equal to idol 
worship, and he is shrugging off his ם כוּת שָמַיִּ קוּט The .עוֹל מַלְּ  explains that this refers to יַלְּ
one who trust in his own money instead of ד׳. 

1. What important leadership message that הקב״ה advised  ַע  ,יְהוֹשֻׁ
was contrary to the advice of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

2. From where do we see that a לְמִיד בִי is as dear to the ת   as the רֶׁ
בִי  ?s self’רֶׁ

ַ  told הקב״ה .1 ֻׁע ֶׁה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהוֹש  advised מֹש
 ַ ֻׁע  of the זְקֵנִים that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the יְהוֹש
generation (ָּה ִּי אַת  .(31:7 — ד״ה כ

ֶׁה :explains ר שִ״י .2 ַ  looked upon the entire era of מֹש  s life as if it was part of’יְהוֹשֻׁע
ֶׁה ִּי) s own lifetime’מֹש ִּי יָּדַעְת  .(31:29 — ד״ה כ
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2. From where do we see that a לְמִיד בִי is as dear to the ת   as the רֶׁ
בִי  ?s self’רֶׁ

ַ  told הקב״ה .1 ֻׁע ֶׁה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהוֹש  advised מֹש
 ַ ֻׁע  of the זְקֵנִים that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the יְהוֹש
generation (ָּה ִּי אַת  .(31:7 — ד״ה כ

ֶׁה :explains ר שִ״י .2 ַ  looked upon the entire era of מֹש  s life as if it was part of’יְהוֹשֻׁע
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בִים  קַבֵל שָּ ה לְׁ שוּטָּ ךָ פְּׁ עִים וִימִינְׁ ה נוֹתֵן יָּד לַפּוֹשְׁ …אַתָּ  
 You extend a hand to transgressors, and Your right hand is 
stretched forth to receive the sinners  
 The א רָּ מָּ  that בַת קוֹל says that there is a (חגיגה ט״ו.) גְׁ
arouses a person and stimulates him to do ה שוּבָּ  of Lublin חוֹזֶה The  .תְׁ
quoted the א רָּ מָּ ת in גְׁ  If a person desires to cleanse himself :(ק״ד.) שַבָּ
of sin, they will help him. Not only does הקב״ה arouse a desire for 
ה שוּבָּ  in the person, but He also provides others who can help the תְׁ
ה שוּבָּ  .בַעַל תְׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A סִיד  of Lublin that he had no חוֹזֶה complained to the חָּ
money to provide his daughter with a dowry. “Go to Krushnik,” the 
 .said חוֹזֶה
 The bewildered סִיד  s words, and’צַדִיק had faith in the חָּ
went to Krushnik, where he checked into an inn. The proprietor 
appeared to be a very fine, pious person. For several days the סִיד  חָּ
did nothing other than pray and study ה  Several days later, at .תוֹרָּ
midnight, while reciting תִקוּן חַצוֹת, the סִיד  heard a knock at the חָּ
inn’s door. Since the household was asleep, he opened the door. In 
walked a man who said, “I must ask a favor of you. Many years ago, 
the proprietor of this inn engaged me to tutor his children. One time 
the proprietor returned from a successful business trip, bringing a 
large sum of money which he concealed under one of the floorboards 
… I succumbed to an uncontrollable urge to take the money. The next 
day, the proprietor discovered that the money was gone. He 
searched all around the house, thinking that perhaps he had hidden 
the money elsewhere … Their trust in me was so great that it did not 
occur to them that I might be the guilty party. I had no way of 
returning the money without admitting my crime, and I could not get 
myself to do that. It hurt me to see the pain that I had caused, but I 
saw no way of rectifying the situation. Eventually, I left the 
proprietor’s employ, taking the money with me. It is many years since 
then and I have been unable to find a means to return the money 

without acknowledging my own guilt … but you, as a stranger here, 
could never be personally implicated, and I see you are a ה  תוֹרָּ
scholar. Surely you can find a way to return the money without 
exposing me.” With that, the man placed a bag of money on the table 
and left. 
 The following morning the סִיד  .called the proprietor aside חָּ
“I have something important to tell you, but you must promise not 
ask me how I came upon this knowledge.” The proprietor made the 
promise. 
 “Did you lose a large sum of money that was never 
recovered?” the סִיד  .asked חָּ
 The proprietor thought for a moment, then said, “Yes, but I 
have long since put that out of my mind. Why do you ask?” 
 The סִיד  .then placed the bag with the money on the table חָּ
“Is this the money that was stolen?”  
 “Yes, this is it. But how …?” 
 The סִיד  ”.smiled. “You must remember your promise חָּ
 The proprietor counted the money. “It is all here, to the last 
kopek, as if untouched.” 
 He began talking to the סִיד  and asked him what business חָּ
he had in Krushnik. The proprietor smiled and said, “Obviously the 
 ,sent you here to be the instrument of my reclaiming my loss חוֹזֶה
and to reward you appropriately. What do you need for your 
daughter’s dowry?” He then gave the סִיד  .the amount needed חָּ
 The סִיד  who said, “I indeed wished ,חוֹזֶה returned to the חָּ
to help you get the money for your daughter’s dowry, but my main 
concern was to enable the לַמֵד  to return the money. He had been מְׁ
praying for הקב״ה to show him a way to do ה שוּבָּ  His sincere desire .תְׁ
to do ה שוּבָּ  .caused me great anguish. I could not sleep at night תְׁ
When you told me your needs, I davened that you may be the tool 
ה has chosen for this man’s הקב״ה שוּבָּ  ”.תְׁ
 The hand that הקב״ה extends to sinners is not empty; it 
contains a key. We just need to utilize it. 

Adapted from: A Treasury of Chassidic Tales (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
ווּר פוּ ם כוִּ )עֶרֶב( יווֹ
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 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed.  

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well. 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

ין נְיָמִּ ים s’זַצַ״ל Zeilberger ר׳ בִּ ידִּ  were amazed by the instant תַלְמִּ
recall of names and so many personal details so characteristic 
of their extremely personable י  The same phenomenal .רֶבִּ
memory was manifested in his learning. ים ידִּ  ,explained תַלְמִּ
כָרוֹן“ יב זײַן אוּמגעֶווײֵנטלעֶכעֶ זִּ ישׁט געֶוועֶן צוּלִּ יז נִּ  this was — דאָס אִּ
not because of his unusual memory;  ֶיגע יב זײַן גוואַלדִּ נאָר צוּלִּ
יד יבשׁאַפט צוּ תוֹרָה אוּן יעֶדעֶר תַלְמִּ  this was simply a reflection — לִּ
of the depth of his immense love of learning and of each יד  !תַלְמִּ

Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 There was a group of 
לְמִידִים  from יְשִיבָה in the Mir תַּ
Germany, and for these בָחוּרִים 
to learn in the Mir represented a 
form of ת נֶפֶש  One of the .מְסִירַּ
lions of that group was בִנְיָמִין 
Zeilberger ״ל צַּ  who learned ,זַּ
with tremendous תְמָדָה  and was הַּ
well-respected in the יְשִיבָה. 
 One יוֹם כִפּוּר he took ill. 
As the day progressed, his 
condition worsened. Shortly 
before נְעִילָה, someone returned 
to the ית מִדְרָש  from a visit to בֵּ
 with the news that his life בִנְיָמִין
was in danger. 
 As בִנְיָמִין hovered near 
death, the thoughts of the 
 were with him. They בָחוּרִים
prepared to daven נְעִילָה with 
renewed concentration, ready to 
storm heavens for this budding 
לְמִיד חָכָם  At that holy hour, the .תַּ
angelic figure of the  ַּשְגִיח  מַּ
suddenly headed towards the 
 He ascended the .אָרוֹן קוֹדֶש
steps, opened the פָּרֹכֶת, and 
burst into weeping — the simple, 
trusting cries of a child entreating 
his father. “Tatte zisse! The גמרא 
says that one defending angel, 
one זְכוּת, is sufficient to have You 
tear up a judgment. בִנְיָמִין came 
here from Germany to learn and 
persevered despite many 
obstacles to toil in learning.  ֹרִבוֹנו
 not have בִנְיָמִין Does !שֶל עוֹלָם

one ְלְאָך  to judge him מַּ
favorably? He who invested such 
energy and heart to becoming 
what he is, does he not have one 
 ”?to counter the evil decree זְכוּת
 The  ַּשְגִיח  descended מַּ
from the אָרוֹן קוֹדֶש, and in the 
waning minutes of the day, the 
 ,תְפִלָה lost themselves in בָחוּרִים
charged and invigorated by the 
conversation they had just 
overheard. 
 On י יוֹם כִפּוּר  they מוֹצָאֵּ
were greeted by the joyous sight 
of their friend’s face slowly 
regaining its normal color. Within 
days he had returned to full 
strength and took his place at the 
top of the יְשִיבָה… 
 My לְמִיד יִים the ,תַּ ץ חַּ  חָפֵּ
explains that davening for a חוֹלֶה 
is a מִצְוָה of  ָבְת עֲךָ וְאָהַּ כָמוֹךָ לְרֵּ . The 
easiest חֶסֶד you can do for a 
friend, even if you cannot 
physically help, is to daven for 
him. Imagine the זְכוּתִים of an 
entire יְשִיבָה in exile, torn away 
from their families, spending 
their last moments of יוֹם כִפּוּר 
solely davening for someone 
else.!...ל מְךָ יִשְרָאֵּ  Often) מִי כְעַּ
when one does a חֶסֶד for others, 
 pays them back directly from ד׳
that ר׳ בִנְיָמִין — חֶסֶד Zeilberger 
married the granddaughter of  ר׳
 (!יְרוּחָם

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

קוֹ׳  …עַל דַעַת הַמָּ  
ים.  עֲבַרְיָּנִּ ם הָּ ל עִּ תְפַלֵּ ין לְהִּ ירִּ אָנוּ מַתִּ  

With ה׳’s approval …   
we grant permission to daven 

together with habitual transgressors. 
Many have sought to explain the 
origin of this beautiful פִלָּה  uniting — תְּ
all Jews together in our prayers. 
Others have asked why do we say  ל כָּ
רֵי  ?…All vows, prohibitions, oaths ,נִדְּ
One theory is that this was added at 
the time of the Spanish Inquisition 
when Jews, known as Maranos, were 
forced to renounce Judaism and join 
another religion. Their conversion 
was made under oath. On יוֹם כִפּוּר, 
these Maranos would risk their lives 
to secretly daven and express their 
remorse for the vows which they 
made. The Jews of the other lands 
knew of their plight and added this 
introduction and the annuling of all 
vows — רֵי ל נִדְּ   .כָּ

יבֵנוּ ד׳ אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשוּבָה  …הֲשִׁ  — Bring us back 
to You, ד׳, and we shall return… 

The מָרָא  teaches us the (יוּמָא פו:) גְּ
amazing power of an individual's sincere 
שׁוּבָה מָרָא The .תְּ  'says in the name of R גְּ
Meir: שׁוּבָה  is so powerful that if one תְּ
does שׁוּבָה  the sins of the whole world ,תְּ
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains 
this מָרָא לָיוֹן הַשַ״ס in the גְּ הַרַ״ם  quoting ,גִּ
פּאַנוּ  basing his understanding of the ,מִּ
ית רִּ בוּת of בְּ  being responsible for other ,עֲרְּ
people's וֹת צְּ  Just as we are bound .מִּ
together and can be the guarantors for 
someone else's וֹת צְּ  if someone else ,מִּ
does שׁוּבָה  then we are forgiven in his ,תְּ
merit! Such is the power of בוּת  This is .עֲרְּ
one of the reasons why all of our לוֹת פִּ  תְּ
are written in the plural form. We are all 
bound together as one! 

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים הַר quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ שַלַח in זֺּ דָה that the פָרָשַת בְּ ן of מִּ  — צַר עַיִּ
having a bad eye — takes control of a person, his money makes him 
sick, and he’ll be totally unprotected in times when he needs assistance. 
The ים  continues and explains that one who shows kindness to חָפֵץ חַיִּ
others will be paid back in kindness as it says in ים לִּ הִּ יבָה  ,(קכה:ד) תְּ הֵיטִּ

ים …ד׳ לַטּוֹבִּ  is good to those who are good. One must constantly ד׳ — 
recognize that the money that he has been given is not solely for his 
own benefit; it must also be used for דָקָה    .opportunities חֶסֶד and צְּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים קוּט quotes a חָפֵץ חַיִּ אֵה in יַלְּ יַעַל on the word (יד:יג) פָרָשַת רְּ לִּ י עֺּל] ,lawless ,בְּ לִּ  ,בְּ
without any yoke of Heaven] that failing to show pity on others in need is equal to idol 
worship, and he is shrugging off his ם כוּת שָמַיִּ קוּט The .עוֹל מַלְּ  explains that this refers to יַלְּ
one who trust in his own money instead of ד׳. 

1. What important leadership message that הקב״ה advised  ַע  ,יְהוֹשֻׁ
was contrary to the advice of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

2. From where do we see that a לְמִיד בִי is as dear to the ת   as the רֶׁ
בִי  ?s self’רֶׁ

ַ  told הקב״ה .1 ֻׁע ֶׁה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהוֹש  advised מֹש
 ַ ֻׁע  of the זְקֵנִים that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the יְהוֹש
generation (ָּה ִּי אַת  .(31:7 — ד״ה כ

ֶׁה :explains ר שִ״י .2 ַ  looked upon the entire era of מֹש  s life as if it was part of’יְהוֹשֻׁע
ֶׁה ִּי) s own lifetime’מֹש ִּי יָּדַעְת  .(31:29 — ד״ה כ

1. What important leadership message that הקב״ה advised  ַע  ,יְהוֹשֻׁ
was contrary to the advice of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

2. From where do we see that a לְמִיד בִי is as dear to the ת   as the רֶׁ
בִי  ?s self’רֶׁ

ַ  told הקב״ה .1 ֻׁע ֶׁה .There is one leader to a generation, not two :יְהוֹש  advised מֹש
 ַ ֻׁע  of the זְקֵנִים that he should enlist the wise counsel and assistance of the יְהוֹש
generation (ָּה ִּי אַת  .(31:7 — ד״ה כ

ֶׁה :explains ר שִ״י .2 ַ  looked upon the entire era of מֹש  s life as if it was part of’יְהוֹשֻׁע
ֶׁה ִּי) s own lifetime’מֹש ִּי יָּדַעְת  .(31:29 — ד״ה כ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

בִים  קַבֵל שָּ ה לְׁ שוּטָּ ךָ פְּׁ עִים וִימִינְׁ ה נוֹתֵן יָּד לַפּוֹשְׁ …אַתָּ  
 You extend a hand to transgressors, and Your right hand is 
stretched forth to receive the sinners  
 The א רָּ מָּ  that בַת קוֹל says that there is a (חגיגה ט״ו.) גְׁ
arouses a person and stimulates him to do ה שוּבָּ  of Lublin חוֹזֶה The  .תְׁ
quoted the א רָּ מָּ ת in גְׁ  If a person desires to cleanse himself :(ק״ד.) שַבָּ
of sin, they will help him. Not only does הקב״ה arouse a desire for 
ה שוּבָּ  in the person, but He also provides others who can help the תְׁ
ה שוּבָּ  .בַעַל תְׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 A סִיד  of Lublin that he had no חוֹזֶה complained to the חָּ
money to provide his daughter with a dowry. “Go to Krushnik,” the 
 .said חוֹזֶה
 The bewildered סִיד  s words, and’צַדִיק had faith in the חָּ
went to Krushnik, where he checked into an inn. The proprietor 
appeared to be a very fine, pious person. For several days the סִיד  חָּ
did nothing other than pray and study ה  Several days later, at .תוֹרָּ
midnight, while reciting תִקוּן חַצוֹת, the סִיד  heard a knock at the חָּ
inn’s door. Since the household was asleep, he opened the door. In 
walked a man who said, “I must ask a favor of you. Many years ago, 
the proprietor of this inn engaged me to tutor his children. One time 
the proprietor returned from a successful business trip, bringing a 
large sum of money which he concealed under one of the floorboards 
… I succumbed to an uncontrollable urge to take the money. The next 
day, the proprietor discovered that the money was gone. He 
searched all around the house, thinking that perhaps he had hidden 
the money elsewhere … Their trust in me was so great that it did not 
occur to them that I might be the guilty party. I had no way of 
returning the money without admitting my crime, and I could not get 
myself to do that. It hurt me to see the pain that I had caused, but I 
saw no way of rectifying the situation. Eventually, I left the 
proprietor’s employ, taking the money with me. It is many years since 
then and I have been unable to find a means to return the money 

without acknowledging my own guilt … but you, as a stranger here, 
could never be personally implicated, and I see you are a ה  תוֹרָּ
scholar. Surely you can find a way to return the money without 
exposing me.” With that, the man placed a bag of money on the table 
and left. 
 The following morning the סִיד  .called the proprietor aside חָּ
“I have something important to tell you, but you must promise not 
ask me how I came upon this knowledge.” The proprietor made the 
promise. 
 “Did you lose a large sum of money that was never 
recovered?” the סִיד  .asked חָּ
 The proprietor thought for a moment, then said, “Yes, but I 
have long since put that out of my mind. Why do you ask?” 
 The סִיד  .then placed the bag with the money on the table חָּ
“Is this the money that was stolen?”  
 “Yes, this is it. But how …?” 
 The סִיד  ”.smiled. “You must remember your promise חָּ
 The proprietor counted the money. “It is all here, to the last 
kopek, as if untouched.” 
 He began talking to the סִיד  and asked him what business חָּ
he had in Krushnik. The proprietor smiled and said, “Obviously the 
 ,sent you here to be the instrument of my reclaiming my loss חוֹזֶה
and to reward you appropriately. What do you need for your 
daughter’s dowry?” He then gave the סִיד  .the amount needed חָּ
 The סִיד  who said, “I indeed wished ,חוֹזֶה returned to the חָּ
to help you get the money for your daughter’s dowry, but my main 
concern was to enable the לַמֵד  to return the money. He had been מְׁ
praying for הקב״ה to show him a way to do ה שוּבָּ  His sincere desire .תְׁ
to do ה שוּבָּ  .caused me great anguish. I could not sleep at night תְׁ
When you told me your needs, I davened that you may be the tool 
ה has chosen for this man’s הקב״ה שוּבָּ  ”.תְׁ
 The hand that הקב״ה extends to sinners is not empty; it 
contains a key. We just need to utilize it. 

Adapted from: A Treasury of Chassidic Tales (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

ת  מָא: הִלְכווֹ עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
ווּר פוּ ם כוִּ )עֶרֶב( יווֹ
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Living   Timeless Torahwith 
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 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed.  

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well. 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

ין נְיָמִּ ים s’זַצַ״ל Zeilberger ר׳ בִּ ידִּ  were amazed by the instant תַלְמִּ
recall of names and so many personal details so characteristic 
of their extremely personable י  The same phenomenal .רֶבִּ
memory was manifested in his learning. ים ידִּ  ,explained תַלְמִּ
כָרוֹן“ יב זײַן אוּמגעֶווײֵנטלעֶכעֶ זִּ ישׁט געֶוועֶן צוּלִּ יז נִּ  this was — דאָס אִּ
not because of his unusual memory;  ֶיגע יב זײַן גוואַלדִּ נאָר צוּלִּ
יד יבשׁאַפט צוּ תוֹרָה אוּן יעֶדעֶר תַלְמִּ  this was simply a reflection — לִּ
of the depth of his immense love of learning and of each יד  !תַלְמִּ

Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 There was a group of 
לְמִידִים  from יְשִיבָה in the Mir תַּ
Germany, and for these בָחוּרִים 
to learn in the Mir represented a 
form of ת נֶפֶש  One of the .מְסִירַּ
lions of that group was בִנְיָמִין 
Zeilberger ״ל צַּ  who learned ,זַּ
with tremendous תְמָדָה  and was הַּ
well-respected in the יְשִיבָה. 
 One יוֹם כִפּוּר he took ill. 
As the day progressed, his 
condition worsened. Shortly 
before נְעִילָה, someone returned 
to the ית מִדְרָש  from a visit to בֵּ
 with the news that his life בִנְיָמִין
was in danger. 
 As בִנְיָמִין hovered near 
death, the thoughts of the 
 were with him. They בָחוּרִים
prepared to daven נְעִילָה with 
renewed concentration, ready to 
storm heavens for this budding 
לְמִיד חָכָם  At that holy hour, the .תַּ
angelic figure of the  ַּשְגִיח  מַּ
suddenly headed towards the 
 He ascended the .אָרוֹן קוֹדֶש
steps, opened the פָּרֹכֶת, and 
burst into weeping — the simple, 
trusting cries of a child entreating 
his father. “Tatte zisse! The גמרא 
says that one defending angel, 
one זְכוּת, is sufficient to have You 
tear up a judgment. בִנְיָמִין came 
here from Germany to learn and 
persevered despite many 
obstacles to toil in learning.  ֹרִבוֹנו
 not have בִנְיָמִין Does !שֶל עוֹלָם

one ְלְאָך  to judge him מַּ
favorably? He who invested such 
energy and heart to becoming 
what he is, does he not have one 
 ”?to counter the evil decree זְכוּת
 The  ַּשְגִיח  descended מַּ
from the אָרוֹן קוֹדֶש, and in the 
waning minutes of the day, the 
 ,תְפִלָה lost themselves in בָחוּרִים
charged and invigorated by the 
conversation they had just 
overheard. 
 On י יוֹם כִפּוּר  they מוֹצָאֵּ
were greeted by the joyous sight 
of their friend’s face slowly 
regaining its normal color. Within 
days he had returned to full 
strength and took his place at the 
top of the יְשִיבָה… 
 My לְמִיד יִים the ,תַּ ץ חַּ  חָפֵּ
explains that davening for a חוֹלֶה 
is a מִצְוָה of  ָבְת עֲךָ וְאָהַּ כָמוֹךָ לְרֵּ . The 
easiest חֶסֶד you can do for a 
friend, even if you cannot 
physically help, is to daven for 
him. Imagine the זְכוּתִים of an 
entire יְשִיבָה in exile, torn away 
from their families, spending 
their last moments of יוֹם כִפּוּר 
solely davening for someone 
else.!...ל מְךָ יִשְרָאֵּ  Often) מִי כְעַּ
when one does a חֶסֶד for others, 
 pays them back directly from ד׳
that ר׳ בִנְיָמִין — חֶסֶד Zeilberger 
married the granddaughter of  ר׳
 (!יְרוּחָם

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews of 
the

Understanding

קוֹ׳  …עַל דַעַת הַמָּ  
ים.  עֲבַרְיָּנִּ ם הָּ ל עִּ תְפַלֵּ ין לְהִּ ירִּ אָנוּ מַתִּ  

With ה׳’s approval …   
we grant permission to daven 

together with habitual transgressors. 
Many have sought to explain the 
origin of this beautiful פִלָּה  uniting — תְּ
all Jews together in our prayers. 
Others have asked why do we say  ל כָּ
רֵי  ?…All vows, prohibitions, oaths ,נִדְּ
One theory is that this was added at 
the time of the Spanish Inquisition 
when Jews, known as Maranos, were 
forced to renounce Judaism and join 
another religion. Their conversion 
was made under oath. On יוֹם כִפּוּר, 
these Maranos would risk their lives 
to secretly daven and express their 
remorse for the vows which they 
made. The Jews of the other lands 
knew of their plight and added this 
introduction and the annuling of all 
vows — רֵי ל נִדְּ   .כָּ

יבֵנוּ ד׳ אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשוּבָה  …הֲשִׁ  — Bring us back 
to You, ד׳, and we shall return… 

The מָרָא  teaches us the (יוּמָא פו:) גְּ
amazing power of an individual's sincere 
שׁוּבָה מָרָא The .תְּ  'says in the name of R גְּ
Meir: שׁוּבָה  is so powerful that if one תְּ
does שׁוּבָה  the sins of the whole world ,תְּ
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains 
this מָרָא לָיוֹן הַשַ״ס in the גְּ הַרַ״ם  quoting ,גִּ
פּאַנוּ  basing his understanding of the ,מִּ
ית רִּ בוּת of בְּ  being responsible for other ,עֲרְּ
people's וֹת צְּ  Just as we are bound .מִּ
together and can be the guarantors for 
someone else's וֹת צְּ  if someone else ,מִּ
does שׁוּבָה  then we are forgiven in his ,תְּ
merit! Such is the power of בוּת  This is .עֲרְּ
one of the reasons why all of our לוֹת פִּ  תְּ
are written in the plural form. We are all 
bound together as one! 

Davening



The Belzer Rebbe would not give up, and was not 
satisfied when R’ Akiva Sofer told him, ‘Zol der Rebbe 

zein gebentched! May the Rebbe be blessed.’

A few days before Yom Kippur the Belzer 
Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach, came to visit R’ 

Akiva Sofer. After their discussion...

 Before I 
leave, Please 

bentch me!

 No, Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head. I need your 

full bracha!

Chas V’sholom 
that I should bentch 
the Belzer Rebbe like 

everyone else...

Who am I 
to bentch the 
Belzer Rebbe?

The Belzer Rebbe kept insisting 
and would not relent.

Not long after the Belzer Rebbe left, R’ Akiva Sofer left 
his home with a talmid to go to the beis hamedrash...

The pauper stood up and clearly felt very 
honored to give the bracha as instructed.

‘Zol der 
Rebbe zein 

gebentched!’

No! Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head and give me 

your full Bracha...

Rebbi, can 
you Please explain 
what that was all 

about?

I learned this 
from the Belzer 

Rebbe...

If the Belzer Rebbe 
asked me for such a 

Bracha, then I can surely 
ask a Jewish pauper for 

this kind of bracha...

Yesimcha 
Elokim K’ Efraim... 
Yevorechecha...

You are a direct 
descendant of the 

Chasam Sofer.
Please, 

Please do a 
yid a toiva...

??

R' Akiva זַצַ״ל was born in Pressburg (Bratislava, Slovakia), to ם מְחָה בּוּנִׂ  of Pressburg, known as רָב) ר׳ שִׂ
the ר בֶט סוֹפֵׁ עוּר and Rochel Rosa Sofer.  At the age of 20 he was appointed to serve as a ,(שֵׁ יד שִׂ  מַגִׂ
together with his father. He received יכָה ר from סְמִׂ יעֶזֶר זוּסְמַן סוֹפֵׁ  After his .(Hungary) פּאַקש of ר׳ אֱלִׂ
father's passing, he became רָב and יבָה  at the age of 29. He was a charismatic pioneer (he ראֺש יְשִׂ
initiated that the יבָה יבָה should serve meals) and his יְשִׂ  flourished, as did his stature. He was יְשִׂ
appointed ראֺש of the Council of Orthodox Rabbis in Hungary, which represented 300 communities. In 
1939, upon the advice of his uncle, מְעוֹן  he escaped to Switzerland, and from there, he ,זַצַ״ל Sofer ר׳ שִׂ
immigrated to ל שְרָאֵׁ ם and settled in אֶרֶץ יִׂ יבָה There, he founded the .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ ם of Pressburg in יְשִׂ  ,יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
where he taught for twenty years. He was the author of ר  He also served as the President of .דַעַת סוֹפֵׁ
the י הַחוֹמוֹת ל שוֹמְרֵׁ ל and was a member of the כּוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ י יִׂ ל of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ  His esteemed .אֲגוּדַת יִׂ

ים ידִׂ י װאָזנר זַצַ״ל included תַלְמִׂ וִׂ ל הַלֵׁ נְבַּךְ זַצַ״ל and ר׳ שְמוּאֵׁ ישְל אַײזִׂ ל פִׂ יאֵׁ  .among others ר׳ יְחִׂ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ין נְיָמִּ  in חַנָה and יְהוּדָה was born to זַצַ״ל Zeilberger ר׳ בִּ
KoenigShaufen, Germany. At age 14, just two months be-
fore the ירָה יץ זַצַ״ל of the ailing פְטִּ בָבִּ  he went to ,ר׳ יְרוּחָם לִּ

learn in Mir and managed to hear several shmuessen from the  ַיח  which ,מַשְגִּ
had a profound impact on him. He escaped the חֻרְבָן אֵירוֹפָא along with the 
יר יבַת מִּ  to Shanghai, where he remained for the duration of the war. In יְשִּ
1947, he arrived in the USA where he learned in יר יבַת מִּ  .in Brooklyn, NY יְשִּ
He married שָרָה רָחֵל, a granddaughter of ר׳ יְרוּחָם. He then joined  בֵית
רְאַת ד׳ and תוֹרָה transmitting ,הַתַלְמוּד ים to generations of יִּ ידִּ  for the תַלְמִּ
rest of his life, vigilantly ensuring that the יבָה  would remain רוּחַ  s unique’יְשִּ
unchanged from that forged by its founders. 

 ז׳ תשרי
5682 – 5766 
1922 – 2005 

ר זַצַ״ל רגֶּ ין צײֵלבֶּ נְיָמִּ  taught by his own ר׳ בִּ
example a fundamental quality for a 
growing יָה ן עֲלִּ  The bigger a person“ .בֶּ
becomes, the more he understands 
that there is no such thing as a 
something small.” He recalled one of 
the ים ידִּ  ,saying לְוָיָה s’ר׳ יְרוּחָם at מַסְפִּ
 s ‘Good morning!’ was’ר׳ יְרוּחָם …“
equivalent to a שְרֵה ה עֶּ  s’ר׳ יְרוּחָם ”!שְמוֹנֶּ
total concentration  involved giving a blessing 
from every fiber in his body!” 
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 R’ Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל writes that even one who is 
categorized as a רָשָע by the Heavenly Court on ראֹש הַשָנָה can still affect 
a change in his verdict through שוּבָה נַת ר׳ ) יָמִים נוֹרָאִים during the תְּ מִשְּ
שוּבָה Volume II, p. 179). Sincere ,אַהֲרֹן  always accomplishes; no one תְּ
should ever consider himself beyond the point of return. Even one 
who has sunk to the lowest levels of spiritual decadence can be born 
anew through שוּבָה  This truth is illustrated in two incidents recorded .תְּ
in the רָש רֵאשִית רַבָה) מִדְּ  .(65:22 ,בְּ
 At the time of the בָן  when the Romans were preparing to ,חֻרְּ
enter the דָש   ”.they declared, “Let a Jew enter first ,בֵית הַמִקְּ
 They turned to a Jew named Yosef of Shisa and told him, 
“Enter! Whatever you take is yours to keep.” 
 When Yosef entered and came out carrying a נוֹרָה  ,of gold מְּ
the Romans said to him, “It is not fitting for a commoner to use this. 
Enter again and take something for yourself.” 
 This time, however, Yosef refused, saying, “Is it not enough 
that I have angered my Creator once? Must I anger Him again?” 
 The Romans, however, were insistent that he obey their 
order. When he persisted in his refusal, they tortured him to death. As 
they tortured him mercilessly, he cried out again and again, “Woe unto 
me that I have angered my Creator …” 
 The second incident involved Yakum of Tzroros, the nephew 
of the רֵדָה ,תַנָא ר אִיש צְּ זֶּ ן יוֹעֶּ  Yakum had forsaken the ways of .ר׳ יוֹסִי בֶּ
the תוֹרָה. Once, he was riding on a horse on שַבָת when he came upon 
Roman soldiers escorting his revered uncle, who was being carried on 

a horse, to the gallows. 
 Yakum exclaimed, “Look at the horse that my master let me 
ride and look at the horse that your Master has made you ride.” 
 replied, “If this [i.e. the earthly pleasures which Yakum ר׳ יוֹסִי 
was enjoying] is the lot of those who anger ד׳, how much more will be 
the reward of those who do his will!” 
 Yakum responded, “Has anyone done His will more than 
you?” 
 acts toward those who do His ד׳ replied, “If this is how ר׳ יוֹסִי 
will, how much more with those who anger Him.” 
 These words cut through Yosef like a knife. He subjected 
himself to all בַע מִיתוֹת בֵית דִין  stoning, burning, beheading and) אַרְּ
strangling). 
 fell asleep and saw a vision of Yakum’s bed being born ר׳ יוֹסִי 
aloft. 
 He exclaimed, “In a brief moment, he has preceded me to  גַן
ן  ”.עֵדֶּ
 Yosef of Shisa and Yakum of Tzroros had each sunk to 
unimaginable levels of depravity. Yet, even when they had sunk so low, 
a spark of holiness still burned within them. Suddenly, each was 
overcome by the enormity of his sins and the spark within him burst 
into a huge flame. In a moment, each had become a שוּבָה  .בַעַל תְּ
 May we and all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  merit to be inscribed and sealed כְּ
in the Book of צַדִיקִים, as we return to ד׳ with all out hearts and souls. 

Adapted from: Inspiration and Insight (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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